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Court of Appeals for the 9th Circuit, where 
his conviction was sustained; 

Whereas Fred Korematsu was subsequently 
confined with his family in the internment 
camp in Topaz for 2 years, and during that 
time, he appealed his conviction to the 
United States Supreme Court; 

Whereas on December 18, 1944, the Supreme 
Court issued its decision in Korematsu v. 
United States, 323 U.S. 214, which upheld 
Fred Korematsu’s conviction by a vote of 6- 
to-3, based on the finding of the Supreme 
Court that Fred Korematsu was not removed 
from his home ‘‘because of hostility to him 
or his race’’ but because the United States 
was at war with Japan and the United States 
military ‘‘feared an invasion of our West 
Coast’’; 

Whereas Fred Korematsu continued to 
maintain his innocence for decades following 
World War II; 

Whereas, under section 552 of title 5, 
United States Code (commonly known as the 
‘‘Freedom of Information Act’’), an historian 
discovered numerous government documents 
indicating that, at the time Korematsu v. 
United States, 323 U.S. 214, was decided, the 
Federal Government suppressed findings 
that Japanese Americans on the West Coast 
were not security threats; 

Whereas in light of this newly discovered 
information, Fred Korematsu filed a writ of 
error coram nobis with the United States 
District Court for the Northern District of 
California; 

Whereas on November 10, 1983, United 
States District Judge Marilyn Hall Patel 
overturned Fred Korematsu’s conviction, 
concluding that senior government officials 
knew there was no factual basis for the 
claim of ‘‘military necessity’’ when they pre-
sented their case before the Supreme Court 
in 1944; 

Whereas in that decision, Judge Patel stat-
ed that, while Korematsu v. United States 
‘‘remains on the pages of our legal and polit-
ical history . . . [as] historical precedent it 
stands as a constant caution that in times of 
war or declared military necessity our insti-
tutions must be vigilant in protecting con-
stitutional guarantees’’; 

Whereas the Commission on Wartime Relo-
cation and Internment of Civilians, author-
ized by Congress in 1980 to review the facts 
and circumstances surrounding the reloca-
tion and internment of Japanese Americans 
under Executive Order Number 9066 (42 Fed. 
Reg. 1563), concluded that ‘‘today the deci-
sion in Korematsu lies overruled in the court 
of history’’; 

Whereas the Commission on Wartime Relo-
cation and Internment of Civilians concluded 
that a ‘‘grave personal injustice was done to 
the American citizens and resident aliens of 
Japanese ancestry who, without individual 
review or any probative evidence against 
them were excluded, removed and detained 
by the United States during World War II’’, 
and that those acts were ‘‘motivated largely 
by racial prejudice, wartime hysteria, and a 
failure of political leadership’’; 

Whereas the overturning of Fred 
Korematsu’s conviction and the findings of 
Commission on Wartime Relocation and In-
ternment of Civilians influenced the decision 
by Congress to pass the Civil Liberties Act of 
1988 (50 U.S.C. App. 1989b et seq.) to request 
a Presidential apology and symbolic pay-
ment of compensation to persons of Japanese 
ancestry who lost liberty or property be-
cause of discriminatory action by the Fed-
eral Government; 

Whereas on August 10, 1988, President 
Reagan signed that Act into law, stating, 
‘‘[H]ere we admit a wrong; here we reaffirm 
our commitment as a nation to equal justice 
under the law’’; 

Whereas on January 15, 1998, President 
Clinton awarded the Medal of Freedom, the 
highest civilian award of the United States, 
to Fred Korematsu, stating, ‘‘In the long his-
tory of our country’s constant search for jus-
tice, some names of ordinary citizens stand 
for millions of souls: Plessy, Brown, Parks. 
To that distinguished list, today we add the 
name of Fred Korematsu.’’; 

Whereas Fred Korematsu remained a tire-
less advocate for civil liberties and justice 
throughout his life, particularly speaking 
out against racial discrimination and vio-
lence targeting Arab, Muslim, South Asian, 
and Sikh Americans in the wake of the Sep-
tember 11, 2001, tragedy, and cautioning the 
Federal Government against repeating mis-
takes of the past by singling out individuals 
for heightened scrutiny on the basis of race, 
ethnicity, or religion; 

Whereas on March 30, 2005, Fred Korematsu 
died at the age of 86 in Larkspur, California; 
and 

Whereas Fred Korematsu was a role model 
for all Americans who love the United States 
and the promises contained in the Constitu-
tion, and his strength and perseverance serve 
as an inspiration for all people striving for 
equality and justice: Now, therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the Senate— 
(1) honors Fred T. Korematsu for his loy-

alty and patriotism to the United States, his 
work to advocate for the civil rights and 
civil liberties of all Americans, and his dedi-
cation to justice and equality; and 

(2) expresses its deepest condolences to his 
family, friends, and supporters on his death. 

f 

SENATE RESOLUTION 127—CON-
GRATULATING CHARTER 
SCHOOLS AND THEIR STUDENTS, 
PARENTS, TEACHERS, AND AD-
MINISTRATORS ACROSS THE 
UNITED STATES FOR THEIR ON-
GOING CONTRIBUTIONS TO EDU-
CATION, AND FOR OTHER PUR-
POSES 
Mr. GREGG (for himself, Mr. LIEBER-

MAN, Mr. FRIST, Ms. LANDRIEU, Mr. 
SUNUNU, Mr. ALEXANDER, Mr. DEMINT, 
Mrs. DOLE, Mr. VITTER, Mr. BURR, and 
Mr. ALLARD) submitted the following 
resolution; which was considered and 
agreed to: 

S. RES. 127 

Whereas charter schools deliver high-qual-
ity education and challenge our students to 
reach their potential; 

Whereas charter schools provide thousands 
of families with diverse and innovative edu-
cational options for their children; 

Whereas charter schools are public schools 
authorized by a designated public entity that 
are responding to the needs of our commu-
nities, families, and students and promoting 
the principles of quality, choice, and innova-
tion; 

Whereas in exchange for the flexibility and 
autonomy given to charter schools, they are 
held accountable by their sponsors for im-
proving student achievement and for their fi-
nancial and other operations; 

Whereas 41 States, the District of Colum-
bia, and the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico 
have passed laws authorizing charter 
schools; 

Whereas nearly 3,300 charter schools are 
now operating in 40 States, the District of 
Columbia, and the Commonwealth of Puerto 
Rico and serving approximately 900,000 stu-
dents; 

Whereas over the last 10 years, Congress 
has provided more than $1,500,000,000 in sup-
port to the charter school movement 

through facilities financing assistance and 
grants for planning, startup, implementa-
tion, and dissemination; 

Whereas charter schools improve their stu-
dents’ achievement and stimulate improve-
ment in traditional public schools; 

Whereas charter schools must meet the 
student achievement accountability require-
ments under the Elementary and Secondary 
Education Act of 1965 in the same manner as 
traditional public schools, and often set 
higher and additional individual goals to en-
sure that they are of high quality and truly 
accountable to the public; 

Whereas charter schools give parents new 
freedom to choose their public school, rou-
tinely measure parental satisfaction levels, 
and must prove their ongoing success to par-
ents, policymakers, and their communities; 

Whereas nearly 40 percent of charter 
schools report having a waiting list, and the 
total number of students on all such waiting 
lists is enough to fill over 1,000 average-sized 
charter schools; 

Whereas charter schools nationwide serve 
a higher percentage of low-income and mi-
nority students than the traditional public 
system; 

Whereas charter schools have enjoyed 
broad bipartisan support from the Adminis-
tration, Congress, State Governors and legis-
latures, educators, and parents across the 
United States; and 

Whereas the sixth annual National Charter 
Schools Week, to be held May 1 through 7, 
2005, is an event sponsored by charter schools 
and grassroots charter school organizations 
across the United States to recognize the 
significant impacts, achievements, and inno-
vations of charter schools: Now, therefore, be 
it 

Resolved, That— 
(1) the Senate acknowledges and com-

mends charter schools and their students, 
parents, teachers, and administrators across 
the United States for their ongoing contribu-
tions to education and improving and 
strengthening our public school system; 

(2) the Senate supports the sixth annual 
National Charter Schools Week; and 

(3) it is the sense of the Senate that the 
President should issue a proclamation call-
ing on the people of the United States to 
conduct appropriate programs, ceremonies, 
and activities to demonstrate support for 
charter schools during this weeklong cele-
bration in communities throughout the 
United States. 

f 

AMENDMENTS SUBMITTED AND 
PROPOSED 

SA 582. Mr. TALENT proposed an amend-
ment to amendment SA 567 proposed by Mr. 
INHOFE to the bill H.R. 3, Reserved. 

SA 583. Mr. LOTT submitted an amend-
ment intended to be proposed by him to the 
bill H.R. 3, supra; which was ordered to lie on 
the table. 

SA 584. Ms. COLLINS (for herself and Ms. 
SNOWE) submitted an amendment intended 
to be proposed by her to the bill H.R. 3, 
supra; which was ordered to lie on the table. 

SA 585. Mr. SPECTER submitted an 
amendment intended to be proposed by him 
to the bill H.R. 3, supra; which was ordered 
to lie on the table. 

SA 586. Mr. KOHL submitted an amend-
ment intended to be proposed by him to the 
bill H.R. 3, supra; which was ordered to lie on 
the table. 

SA 587. Mr. LEVIN (for himself and Ms. 
STABENOW) submitted an amendment in-
tended to be proposed by him to the bill H.R. 
3, supra; which was ordered to lie on the 
table. 
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